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PRESS RELEASE
12 May 2017
Cities of Literature in Prague discuss how to change the world with words
This year’s BOOK WORLD PRAGUE international book fair and literary festival included a comprehensive programme for the professional public. Representatives of four UNESCO Creative Cities of Literature – Krakow, Lviv, Barcelona and Nottingham – came to Prague to share experience and offer inspiration. Their discussion of the potential for culture, the economy and tourism granted by the title ‘City of Literature’ took place at Book World Prague 2017 in cooperation with the Prague City of Literature office and the CzechTourism agency. 
The UNESCO Creative Cities of Literature project came into being in Edinburgh in 2004. It is now an association of twenty cities. Prague has held the title ‘City of Literature’ since December 2014. “We took the opportunity to invite authors and other guests from abroad to present their work at the literary festival of the Czech Republic’s largest book fair,” explains Radovan Auer, Director of Book World. “All agreed that meeting readers and other representatives of Cities of Literature in person was an inspirational experience.” 
The moderated discussion, subtitled “The promising future of Cities of Literature – slogan or reality?”, focused on the benefits of involvement in the project for cultural tourism, work with the public, engaging the population, the marketing of cities and author exchanges. Definite proposals were made for cooperation among the represented cities. “We were really inspired by a mobile application connected with the stories of books set in Barcelona,” adds Kateřina Bajo, who heads the Prague City of Literature office. “We were impressed, too, by ways in which Poland supports its booksellers. For Prague, the greatest benefit of the Creative Cities of Literature network is the opportunity it gives us to promote Czech literature abroad. We consider the writers-in-residence scheme to be very successful; since the scheme began, ten authors have taken part in it. The Toymaker by Liam Pieper, the most recent writer-in-residence, is currently a bestseller. It is set in Prague and will soon be appearing in a Czech translation.” 
The “Prague – City of Literature” programme supports literary life in Prague. Now an association of over thirty partners, it was initiated in 2009 by the Prague Municipal Library and the Czech Centres. For details, please go to www.prahamestoliteratury.cz.
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