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           Press release: BOOK WORLD PRAGUE 2017
23rd INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR AND LITERARY FESTIVAL
venue: Palace of Industry, Prague Exhibition Grounds (Holešovice)

11th – 14th May 2017
Organizer: Svět knihy, s.r.o. [Book World Ltd.], a company of the Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers
Patrons: Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic, Mayor of Prague, Mayor of Prague 7 District
Sponsors: Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Hall, Prague 7 District Authority
Main partner: ČSOB (bank)
Partners: Association of Audiobook Publishers, DOX Centre for Contemporary Art, CzechTourism, Czech Centres, National Gallery, National Museum; Alza Media, Auroton Computer, Brand, Graspo, Chybík + Kristof, KOMA, Magnesia
Media partners: Czech Television, Czech Radio, Právo, Knižní novinky, Host, A2, Art & Antiques, Literární noviny, Echo weekly, Radio 1, Newton Media 
Its long tradition notwithstanding, there are several interesting new things about this year’s Book World Prague international book fair and literary festival to look forward to. Existing exhibitors will be joined by enough small, specialist publishing houses to fill a whole pavilion. The festival part of the event is branching out into the impressive surroundings of the Lapidarium, while in a lively new space in front of the Palace of Industry visitors will find new refreshment opportunities plus a creatively designed InfoPoint with mini-gallery and reading area. There will also be a programme in the new Gulliver airship for literature, open to holders of the Superticket providing for dual admission to the fair and the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art. Visitors to the fair will have a chance to discover Prague by taking seven walks with literary themes. This year’s programme for professionals will focus mainly on translation and the presentation of Czech literature abroad. The main themes of this year’s fair are Genius Loci in Literature, the Book as Object, and Audiobooks.     
The city in literature, a theme of last year’s fair, appears at this year’s event as a major focus, under the title Genius Loci in Literature: Place in the Starring Role. Nine holders of the title UNESCO Creative City of Literature – Barcelona, Dublin, Edinburgh, Heidelberg, Kraków, Ljubljana, Lviv, Nottingham and Óbidos – will be represented at a special exposition. Authors and scholars of literature from these cities will be present at the fair. 

The second major theme is the Book as Object, whose many expositions will present historical editions, limited editions, collectors’ books and artist’s books. Thanks to cooperation with the National Museum, visitors to the fair will have access to the Lapidarium, where events and will include exhibitions of the world’s most beautiful books, the art of Eliška Čabalová, work by Michal Bačák (Best Illustrator at the Czech Grand Design awards) and the National Museum’s exhibition On the wings of the muse: artists and books.
The third major thematic focus is Audiobooks. There will be a special space where visitors will be invited to listen to interesting books read by famous Czech actors. The programme of the Association of Audiobook Publishers will run in the Audiobooks Room throughout the fair.   

Other themed segments
Events for children and young people

This area of the programme, one of the largest, is prepared in cooperation with publishers of children’s literature and professional associations and organizations that are dedicated to the promotion of book-reading for children and young people. Growing with the Book is a nationwide campaign in support of book-reading and fiction. Every year at the fair, literature for children and young people and prize-givings for winners of literature competitions are presented under the campaign’s banner, and partners of the campaign can make themselves known.  
Fantasy & SF

Fantasy and SF events will occupy their traditional, special place in the Right Wing of the Palace of Industry, where over the four days of the fair remarkable writers who work in this genre will come and go. As usual, the programme has been composed largely in cooperation with the magazines Pevnost and XB-1. 

Das Buch

This year the project presenting the work of contemporary authors writing in German will make its 11th appearance at the fair. It is the result of cooperation among three organizations – Goethe-Institut, the Austrian Cultural Forum in Prague and the Swiss Embassy in Prague.

Cooking with the Book
A theme that attracts fans in increasing numbers. Visitors will be able to watch the preparation of dishes that appear in cookbooks available in bookstores. Healthy lifestyle choices will be represented.  
Literature Night

It has become traditional for the eve of the fair and literary festival to be marked by Literature Night, comprising readings from European literatures in translation. It is held by Czech Centre Prague in cooperation with cultural organizations involved in the EUNIC project. This year’s event will take place at 19 venues in the Prague 4 district (Nusle) on 10 May. 

Prizes and competitions at the fair (a selection)
Jiri Theiner Award 

Book World Ltd. confers the Jiri Theiner Award on a living person or institution who by their or its work has made an important contribution to the dissemination and promotion of Czech literature abroad. The committee of experts has chosen to confer the 2017 award on Edgar de Bruin, a Czech scholar, translator and literary agent from the Netherlands. Pavel Theiner, son of Jiri (George) Theiner, is donor of the financial award.

Book World Ltd. 

Readers’ Challenge – competition testing knowledge of the content of books: literary competition for sixth-year classes of primary schools. This year the number of classes from across the Czech Republic entering its online preliminary round was a record 90. 
Book World Ltd. as part of its Growing with the Book campaign for the promotion of book-reading

‘Books for Growing Up With’ literature competition
Pupils and students entered a total of 1108 works in this competition.  
Book World Ltd. as part of its Growing with the Book campaign for the promotion of book-reading

Jiří Orten Prize 

Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers
Booksellers’ Charts
Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers 

2016 Dictionary of the Year 
Union of Interpreters and Translators
Awards of the Academy of SF, Fantasy and Horror 

Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror 

2016 Audiobook Awards Ceremony
Association of Audiobook Publishers

The Danube on the Vltava 5

Book World Ltd., Centre for Information on Literature, in cooperation with Mosty Gesharim, o.z. and Anasoft litera
Statistics for BOOK WORLD PRAGUE 2017
Literary Festival

participants: 638
total programmes: 487
total exhibitions: 20 

film screenings: 16 (Ponrepo) + 3 (Letní kino)

countries and regions active in the programme: 27
Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Macedonia, Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America
Fair

exhibitors: 396
stands: 205 

surface area: 3,412 m2

professional visitors registered: 682
exhibiting countries and regions: 31
Belarus, Canada, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Scotland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America

A total of 33 countries will be represented at the fair and festival. 

Go to www.svetknihy.cz for:

● a complete programme of events ● a way to create your own programme

● an interactive map of stands and exhibitors ● apps for Android/Apple 
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Contact person: Jana Chalupová, veletrh@svetknihy.cz, +420 224 498 464, 603 439 943

