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A new chapter for Book World Prague 
This May, the Book World Prague international book fair and literary festival will be held for the twenty-third consecutive year. This long tradition notwithstanding, there are several new things to look forward to this year. Existing exhibitors will be joined by enough small, specialist publishing houses to fill a whole pavilion. The festival part of the event is branching out into the impressive surroundings of the Lapidarium and the sculpture studios of the Academy of Fine Arts, plus a space in front of the Palace of Industry. There will be a programme, too, in the new airship for literature above the DOX Gallery. Visitors to the fair will have the chance to discover Prague by taking walks with literary themes. The main themes of this year’s fair are Genius Loci in Literature, the Book as Object, and Audiobooks.     
The fair’s organizer is BookWorld Ltd., a company of the Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers. 
The fair will be open to visitors from Thursday, 11 May to Sunday, 14 May.  
The city in literature, a theme of last year’s fair, appears at this year’s event as a major focus, under the title Genius Loci in Literature: Place in the Starring Role. “Through the theme Genius Loci in Literature, holders of the title UNESCO Creative City of Literature, including Prague, appear boldly in the viewfinder of drama,” says Director of the fair Radovan Auer. “There are twenty cities in the world with this title. We have approached them all, and delegations from Nottingham, Barcelona, Granada, Krakow, Dublin and Lviv have confirmed their attendance at this year’s fair. I’m sure that visitors will be interested to learn how literature is presented and promoted in these European cities.” 
The second major focus of this year’s fair is the Book as Object. This theme aims to highlight the long tradition and high artistic quality of graphics, print and book production in the Czech lands. It will present special editions, limited editions, book history, rare prints, collectors’ books and artist’s books, while creative workshops will offer very young visitors an opportunity to try out technological processes of book production for themselves. There will also be an exhibition of the world’s most beautiful books.  
The third and final major thematic focus of the fair is Audiobooks. A rapidly growing field that builds on the Czech tradition of outstanding dramatization for radio, this is at once an established and a novel way of delivering books to readers – in this case, listeners – in our hectic times. Radovan Auer explains the choice of this theme as follows: “The popularity of the audiobook is a Czech phenomenon – we have not witnessed a similar boom in other countries. I am certain that it results from the high quality of radio dramatization and the involvement of leading actors.” In cooperation with the Association of Audiobook Publishers, the organizers of the fair are preparing a special room for visitors; a remarkable listening experience is guaranteed.   
The accompanying programme will continue to be arranged in stable, time-tested blocks. Das Buch is a programme that presents the work of contemporary authors writing in German. A growing, very attractive feature of the accompanying programme is its presentation of fantasy and SF literature. Once again, the fair will be attended by leading authors and elite figures from the world of publishing, and a hall will be set aside for programmes with a special focus. The conferral of literature prizes, which are very important for the popularization and prestige of the field, is an integral part of Book World Prague. Notable prizes among the many conferred at the fair include the Jiří Orten Prize, the Jiří (George) Theiner Award and the popular ‘Torture Rack’ Anti-award of the Literary Translators’ Guild for worst translation of the year.      
The programme for professionals is based on current trends and developments in the global book world. One aim of the programme is the popularization of works produced by university presses, conducted in collaboration with leading institutes of education in the Czech Republic. “This year, we intend to focus on translation of Czech literature into other languages,” says Radovan Auer. “Many scholars of Czech and publishers with an interest in Czech literature have accepted our invitation to debate the issues.”

The long-established Literature Night will again be held on the eve of the BookWorld fair. 
“We are now adding the finishing touches to the programme and concluding negotiations with foreign guests,” says Auer in closing. “In the coming weeks we will gradually release particular names and details of programme items.” 
Over four days, the exhibition and sales part of Book World Prague will present almost all the Czech book industry has to offer, as well as providing a taste of book production abroad. The fair’s programmed events are sure to appeal to visitors of all professions and generations.  
BookWorld Prague – the largest book event in the Czech Republic
As the largest event for books and literature in the Czech Republic, and thanks to its long tradition and resonance abroad, Book World Prague creates an awareness of this country’s book culture and literary scene. At the same time, it plays a significant role in promoting and raising awareness of the joys of book-reading. Each year over the course of the four days it is visited by around 40,000 people of all ages, occupations and social backgrounds.  
Exhibitors at the fair are publishers from the Czech Republic and abroad; practically the entire range of domestic book production is represented. The literary festival accompanying the fair comprises around 500 programme items, a third of which are international co-productions. The 2016 fair saw the participation of 36 countries and regions; in 2017, this figure will be higher still. 
At the festival, literature from the Czech Republic and elsewhere in the world is presented in the form of opportunities to meet authors, author’s readings, discussions, book launches and signings, the introduction of current trends in the international book world, displays of books, competitions and creative workshops. Seminars and workshops for professionals are an integral part of the event.  
Every year the organizers of the fair are partnered and sponsored by leading Czech cultural and academic institutions, notably the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Hall, the Czech Centre of PEN International, Czech Centres, the Czech Literary Translators’ Guild, the Writers’ Association, the Czech Section of IBBY, the Union of Interpreters and Translators, the Club of Children’s Book Illustrators, the National Library of the Czech Republic, the National Museum, the Municipal Library of Prague, as well as by embassies and cultural centres of the countries of origin of publishers and writers participating at the fair. Important partners from abroad include literary centres, ministries of culture and publishers’ associations in different countries.    
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